Your Annual Report of Impact

The University of Wisconsin-Extension has produced a very inexpensive parenting education program that is surprisingly effective – Parenting the First Year and Parenting the Second and Third Years newsletter series.  It has been delivered to nearly half of Wisconsin families with newborns for almost two decades. These newsletter series are age-paced so parents receive information keyed to the exact age of their child.  Parents receive the newsletter free, usually in the mail. UW-Extension offices in 61 counties, including __________ County, coordinate distribution of the newsletters with community partners.  In __________ County these partners include ______________________________________________________________.

Rough estimates of the economic benefits of the newsletter project can be made from statewide evaluation findings.  Although a true economic cost-benefit analysis has not been completed, we estimate a cost benefit ratio of $6.75.  In other words, for every dollar spent on this program, nearly $7 in benefits may be realized, primarily from reduced child maltreatment, and increases in immunization rates, breastfeeding and school readiness  (Read the complete article at: http://fyi.uwex.edu/using-parenting-newsletters/).

The Parenting Newsletter Project has produced some important outcomes for families in __________ County.

· Parents really read the Parenting the First Year newsletters.  In fact, readership is roughly doubled by parents sharing the newsletters with others.  So we estimate that the X newsletters mailed out last year in __________ County actually had 2X regular readers.

· Parents find the Parenting the First Year newsletters very useful.  According to statewide evaluations, we know that about 60% of parents find the PFY newsletters "very useful" as a source of childrearing information.  Parents rate the newsletter "very useful" more often than any other source of information, including relatives, friends, health professionals and other written materials.

· Parents report positive changes in their parenting due to the Parenting the First Year newsletters.  Evaluations in other Wisconsin communities provide evidence that the newsletters actually improve the parenting behaviors of new parents.  For example, over half of those who receive the newsletters agree that "Reading the newsletters caused me to be less angry when my baby is difficult," (this would be at least  .5X parents in __________ County last year).  Compared to parents who do not receive the newsletters, those who receive Parenting the First Year are less likely to be in favor of physical punishment of babies, and they report having spanked or slapped their babies significantly less in the preceding week.  Based on evidence from a field experiment carried out by Extension, we can estimate the actual number of instances of parents hitting babies (i.e. slapping or spanking) that we prevented in __________ County last year at 26X.  (While people differ on whether to spank a preschooler, no one defends the spanking of babies who are not yet able to control their actions). 

Notes: 


In the paragraphs on the previous page, we have underlined the places where you need to insert your own county name or a number.  Here is how the numbers work.  Suppose you distributed the newsletter series to 100 families last year, then the numbers you would insert are:


X
=
100


2X
=
200


.5X
=
 50


26X
=
2,600


Of course, 100 was used just as an example.  You should insert the correct number of families who received PFY in you county this year.


One impact of your work on this project could be the recruitment of volunteer labor of considerable worth.  Many of you have organized volunteer organizations, hospital staff, or hospital volunteers to coordinate the mailings.  Get an estimate of the person-hours per month, multiply by 12 months, and assign an hourly rate to this labor; it adds up.   
 

