
All-America Selections Winners for 2016
All-America Selections has announced the winners for 2016. Look for the red, white 
and blue logo of All-America Selections on seed packets in retail stores, plant tags 
in bedding plants in garden centers or nurseries, or in mail-order catalogs this spring. 
Success is almost guaranteed with these varieties of reliable new fl ower and veg-
etable varieties. Some cultivars are designated as AAS Regional Winners, but most 
are National Winners.

The non-profi t All-America Selections (AAS) organization was founded in 1932 to fos-
ter the development, production and distribution of new and better horticultural and 
agricultural varieties, species, strains and kinds in and for North America. AAS win-
ners are superior new annual fl ower and vegetable plants recognized for signifi cant 
achievements – a promise of gardening success. Only the very best varieties receive 
this prestigious award. All AAS winners have been tested for home garden performance in more than 
65 independent test sites, each under the responsibility of an AAS judge, all over the United States and 
Canada. Gardeners can rely on AAS Winners to perform in their garden because of these unbiased, in-
dependent tests. Most of the time only one to three fl ower varieties and the same number of vegetables 
get this award each year, and sometimes none qualifi es. This year there are three Regional Winners 
(two vegetables and one fl ower that are appropriate for the Great Lakes Region) and eight more Na-
tionals Winners, including 6 vegetables and 2 fl owers.

The National AAS winners for 2016 are:

AAS Flower Award Winner: Geranium ‘Brocade Cherry Night’
Striking foliage with large semi-double blooms of cherry pink make Geranium ‘Brocade Cherry Night’ 
an AAS Winner this year. Gardeners looking for unique and distinct foliage to accent their containers 
and gardens will be delighted with ‘Brocade Cherry Night.’ The bronze leaves with green margins are 
a remarkable and unusual addition to any design. Add the semi-double bright cherry blooms and this 
heat tolerant geranium is your winner for any planter, container 
or garden!

Brocade geraniums are relatively easy to care for and once es-
tablished have a low to medium moisture requirement.  Plant 

in full to partial shade 
in well drained soil 
and water thoroughly 
at time of transplant. 
Maintain even mois-
ture until roots are 
well established. An 
occasional feed of a 
low concentration bal-
anced fertilizer is rec-
ommended. Remove 
spent blooms.

A Horticulture Information article from the Wisconsin Master Gardener website, posted 4 Jan 2016

Pelargondium hortorum
Common name: Geranium
Light needs: Full sun to shade
Water needs: Normal
Deadheading: Yes
Staking: No
Foliage color: Multi
Plant habit: Mounded
Plant height: Medium, 10-24”
Garden spacing: 16 inches
Bloom time: Spring to fall
Bloom color: Pink
Bloom size: 5 inches
Weather Tolerance: Rain,wind
Container: Yes
Hanging Basket: Yes
Closest comparisons on market: 
Mrs. Pollack, Vancouver Centennial



AAS Flower Award Winner: Geranium ‘Brocade Fire’
This 2016 AAS Winner has unique bi-color foliage with a non-
stop display of semi-double orange fl owers that gives it an ex-
ceptional look in any garden. ‘Geranium Brocade Fire’ is ideal for 
combination planters, landscapes and garden beds. This robust 

plant keeps its dis-
tinguishing foliage 
color and brilliant 
blooms throughout 
the hot summers 
then becomes a 
fantastic transitional 
fl ower going into fall. 
The orange fl ow-
ers contrast with the 
striking foliage mak-
ing this geranium a 
much appreciated 
and talked about 
new annual winner. 

AAS Vegetable Award Winner: Japanese Mustard ‘Red 
Kingdom’
Foodies take note! All-America Se-
lections has never had a  mizuna 
(Japanese mustard) as a winner, 
much less a beautifully colored va-
riety. ‘Red Kingdom’ is a great ad-
dition to the assortment of AAS 
Winners now available to the home 
garden and fresh garden markets.  
Judges noted how the color was a 
vibrant reddish-purple all through the season and suggested 
that this fl avorful, mild tasting green is an edible that can also 
be used as an ornamental in containers or in the landscape. 
Gardeners will appreciate how this variety did not bolt as easily 
as other mizunas and produced a much  higher yield throughout 
the season, standing up to mid-season heat.

AAS Vegetable Award Winner: Pepper ‘Cornito Gaiallo’
“Double Yum” was one judge’s response to our new AAS Win-
ner ‘Cornito Giallo’ pepper, “The fl avor on this one is totally a 

winner!”. Starting as small 
green fruits, this AAS Winner 
develops into bright yellow 
jewels with a delicious sweet 
and fruity fl avor.  The peppers 
themselves are plentiful and 
durable, yet easy to eat fresh. 
Being an early bloomer, you 

Brassica juncea
Common name: Mizuna, Japa-
nese mustard
Light needs: Full sun
Water needs: Normal
Season Type: Warm season
Staking: No
Foliage color: Red
Plant habit: Compact, upright
Plant height: Under 10 inches
Garden spacing: 3/4 inch
Days to harvest: 3-5 weeks (seed)
Flavor: Mild, very fl avorful
Closest comparisons on market: 
Komatsuna Red Fine, Garnet Red

Pelargondium hortorum
Common name: Geranium
Light needs: Full sun to shade
Water needs: Normal
Deadheading: Yes
Staking: No
Foliage color: Multi
Plant habit: Mounded
Plant height: Medium, 10-24”
Garden spacing: 16 inches
Bloom time: Spring to fall
Bloom color: orange
Bloom size: 5 inches
Weather Tolerance: Rain,wind
Container: Yes
Closest comparisons on market: 
Mrs. Pollack, Vancouver Centennial

Capsicum annuum
Common name: Pepper
Season Type: Warm season
Foliage color: Green
Plant habit: Upright
Plant height: Over 24 inches
Garden spacing: 18 inches
Days to harvest: 75 (transplant)
Fruit color: Yellow
Fruit size, shape: 6 x 2” cone
Fruits/plant: 25-35
Flavor: Sweet Italian frying pepper 
with outstanding fl avor raw, cooked
Closest comparisons on market: 
Yellow Crest, Mama Mia Giallo



will be able to enjoy these peppers throughout the growing season and well into the fall.  Plant Cornito’ 
Giallo’ in your garden this year and you can join our judges in exclaiming “YUM!”.

AAS Vegetable Award Winner: Pepper ‘Escamilllo’
A wonderful sweet taste on a golden 
yellow pepper makes Pepper Esca-
millo F1, one of our 2016 AAS Win-
ners.  An early bearing pepper plant 
with a compact habit makes it an 
ideal choice for any home garden. 
Gardeners will be captivated with 
the high yield of peppers per plant 
and how the fruit itself is held off the 
ground for easy picking and less rot-
ting. This plant is a winner with its 
all around qualities of excellent taste 
either raw, cooked or fi re roasted, its 
compact size and high yield.

AAS Vegetable Award Winner: Strawberry Strawberry Delizz® F1
What’s not to like about our fi rst 
ever AAS strawberry winner 
Strawberry Delizz® F1?  These 
vigorous strawberry plants 
are easy to grow, from seed 
or transplant, and produce an 
abundant harvest throughout 
the growing season.  The best 
part though is the wonderful 
sweet strawberry burst of fl avor 
from every handpicked berry. 
To enjoy fresh home-grown 
strawberries throughout the 

season, even in hot summer heat, look to Strawberry Delizz® 
F1.  These plants have a nice uniform and compact size making them perfect for containers, hanging 
baskets or garden plots. The hardest part of Strawberry Delizz® F1 won’t be the growing but having 
some strawberries left for anyone else to enjoy!

AAS Vegetable Award Winner: Tomato ‘Candyland Red’ 
Tomato Candyland Red is the only AAS 
award winning currant-type tomato. Currant 
tomatoes are smaller in size than cherry-
type and are ready to “pop” in your mouth 
straight from the garden.  Gardeners will 
appreciate the dark red, sweet fl avored fruit 
that can be enjoyed throughout the season.  
The tomato plant itself has a nice tidier habit 
than other currant-type plants with the fruit 
tending to form on the outside of the plant 

making them easier to harvest.

Capsicum annuum
Common name: Pepper
Season Type: Warm season
Foliage color: Dark green
Plant habit: Upright
Plant height: Over 24 inches
Garden spacing: 18 inches
Days (transplant): 77
Fruit color (harvest): Yellow
Fruit Shape: Cone
Fruit Size: 8” x 2.5”
Fruits Weight: 6 oz
Closest comparisons on market: 
‘Mama Mia Giallo’, ‘Big Daddy’

Fragaria xananassa
Common name: Strawberry
Zone: 3
Plant habit: Compact, upright
Plant height: 10-24 inches
Garden spacing: 20 inches
Days (transplant): 60
Fruit color (harvest): Orange red
Fruit Shape: Conical
Fruit Size: 1.5” 
# Fruits/Plant: 45
Closest comparisons on market: 
‘Sarian’, ‘Loran’

Solanum lycopersicum
Common name: Current tomato
Season Type: Warm season
Plant habit: Requires staking
Garden spacing: 2-4 feet
Days to harvest (transpl): 55
Fruit color (harvest): Red
Fruit Shape: Round currant
Fruit Size: 0.5 inches
Fruit Weight: 0.25 ounces
# Fruits/Plant: 100+
Closest comparisons on market: 
‘Sweet Pea’, ‘Matt’s Wild Cherry’



AAS Bedding Plant Award Winner: Tomato ‘Chef’s Choice 
Green’ F1

Looking for a uniquely colored yet 
delicious tomato with which to im-
press your foodie friends?  Then 
look no further than this AAS Winner, 
Tomato Chef’s Choice Green F1. 
The newest addition to the Chef’s 
Choice series produces beautiful 
green colored fruits with subtle yel-
low stripes and a wonderful citrus-
like fl avor and perfect tomato tex-
ture. You’ll enjoy this disease free 
plant throughout the season with its 

dark green leaves and well-behaved form. You’ll be the envy of 
all your tomato loving friends!

The Great Lakes Regional winners for 2016 are:

AAS Regional Vegetable Award Winner: Pumpkin ‘Super 
Moon’ F1 (Southeast, Great Lakes)

Love the look of white pumpkins for 
your fall holiday décor?  Then you 
will love our fi rst-ever white pump-
kin AAS Regional Winner Super 
Moon F1.  Our judges loved the 
nice, eye-appealing ghostly white 
coloration on the large, blemish-
free round pumpkins.  Grown for 
their size, up to 50 lbs, and their 
clean white color, these hardy 
plants are known for their early fruit 
development and vigorous growth. 
Their stems are tough, hardy, dis-

ease-resistant and unstoppable!  When done decorating with 
these beauties, consider trying the yellow fl esh for roasting or in 
your fall harvest soups.

AAS Regional Vegetable Award Winner: Radish ‘Sweet 
Baby’ F1 (Southeast, Great Lakes)

Sweet Baby accurately describes the 
look of this beautiful purple/white/rose 
colored radish. The All-America Selec-
tions Judges commented on the im-
proved exterior quality of this radish, in 
addition to the uniform size and the ex-
cellent taste, which was crispy, crunchy 
and slightly spicy.  The internal color 
ranges from pale purple to white with 
violet streaks to mostly white with just a 

Raphanus sativus
Common name: Radish
Light needs: Full sun
Water needs: Normal
Season Type: Warm season
Plant height: 10-24 inches
Garden spacing: 8-10 inches
Days (sowing seed): 40-45
Fruit color (harvest): Purple
Fruit Size: 3 inch diameter
Closest comparisons on market: 
‘Magnet’, ‘KN-Bravo’

Solanum lycopersicum
Common name: Current tomato
Season Type: Warm season
Plant habit: Requires staking
Garden spacing: 18-20 inches
Days to harvest (transpl): 90
Fruit color (harvest): Green
Fruit Shape: Flattened deep globe
Fruit Size: 6-7 inches
Fruit Weight: 9-10 ounces
# Fruits/Plant: 30+
Disease resistance: TMV, 
anthracnose, scab, Fusarium, 
Verticillium, crack
Closest comparisons on market: 
‘Fried Green’, ‘Aunt Ruby’s Green’

Cucurbita maxima
Common name: Pumpkin
Season Type: Warm season
Foliage color: Dark green
Plant habit: Spreading, vining
Plant height: 10-24 inches
Garden spacing: 2-3 feet
Days to harvest (seed): 90
Fruit color (harvest): White
Fruit Shape: Round, slightly elon-
gated, large
Fruit Weight: 25-30 pounds
# Fruits/Plant: 2-4
Disease tolerance: Powdery 
mildew, Southern root rot
Closest comparisons on market: 
‘Polar Bear’, ‘New Moon’



few purple splashes of color.  Sweet Baby proved itself to be quick-growing, maturing in just 40 to 45 
days which means many home gardeners can have successive sowings for season-long radishes. 

AAS Regional Flower Award Winner: Salvia Summer Jewel™ (Southeast, Heartland, and Great 
Lakes)

The fourth AAS Winner in 
the Summer Jewel™ series 
of popular AAS Salvia Win-
ners is the newest in color, 
Summer Jewel™ Lavender.  
The unique fl ower color of 
dusty lavender purple is a 
delight in the garden and 
fl ower containers as well as 
a major attractor of pollina-
tors including bees, butter-
fl ies and hummingbirds. An 
extra bonus is how much the 
Goldfi nch loves these fl ower 
seeds in the fall.  It’s a pho-
to-ready moment when these complementary colors of gold and lav-

ender connect!  The early blooming, stable, compact uniform growth, and continuous fl owering of this 
plant are additional positives to this plant. 

Additional Information:
 All America Selections at www.all-americaselections.org/ 

Salvia coccinea
Common name: Texas sage
Light needs: Full sun
Water needs: Normal
Foliage color: Green
Plant habit: Compact, upright
Plant height: 10-24 inches
Garden spacing: 10-12 inches
Bloom time: Late spring to fall
Bloom color: Lavender
Bloom Size: 0.5 inches
Weather tolerance: heat,rain,wind
Closest comparisons on market: 
Summer Jewel Pink™


