
 
 

 
 

Weekly Hay Market Demand and Price Report for the Upper Midwest 
as of Jan. 11, 2013 

 

Data Compiled by Ken Barnett, UW-Extension 
 
All hay prices quoted are dollars per ton FOB point of origin for alfalfa hay unless otherwise noted.  

 
The information presented in this report is compiled from public and private sales and reports in the 

Midwest. 
 
The past several months of the weekly hay reports are now archived.  To view previous hay reports, go 

to the Buying and Selling Hay and Straw web site and click on the archived hay reports section. 

 
Demand and Sales Activity 
 
Compared to the previous week, small square bale prices were up 2%.  Large square bale prices were  
down 1%.  Large round bale prices were up 7%.  Sales activity was light to active.   
 
For Nebraska, hay prices were steady to $9.60 lower.  Demand was light to moderate. Some hay 
continues to come in from out of state and is delivered in cheaper than local hay is price at the edge of the 
field.  Warm temperatures early in the week has melted most of the snow in corn stalk fields, cows 
continue to utilize stalks without feeding hay.  Cold, blustery temps at weeks close may change the 
feeding of cows and calves in the area.  A lot of corn stalks continue to move to feedlots and some to 
cow/calf operators.   For Iowa, hay prices were steady.  Buyer inquiry was moderate to good.  Sales 
activity was light.  
 
In South Dakota, hay prices were steady to $6.55 higher.  Good demand for all qualities of hay.  Hay 
supplies are tightening up now that there is snow on the ground and cattle are not able to be grazed on 
corn stalks as easily.  Several producers are reporting that they are sold out for the year or are down to just 
a few loads left to sell.  Moisture in the form of rain was reported throughout the East River region.  
 
For Missouri, alfalfa hay prices were steady to $5.00 lower.  Hay supplies are light and the demand is 
moderate.  For the first time in several weeks, Missouri has seen some increased activity in the hay 
market.  Grass hay continues to be imported from the Southeastern United States.  However, some lower 
quality hay has now been traded on a local level.  Straw is in great supply locally and in the regional hay 
markets as well and is met with little demand.  Some news outlets are reporting nitrogen based fertilizers 
see an increased price of as much as 8 percent, with potassium based a decrease of as much as 9 percent.   
 
In Southwest Minnesota, hay prices were $26.75 lower.  Sales activity was very good.  The demand for 
Illinois hay was moderate to good, as sales activity was moderate to active.  Offerings were light to 
heavy.  Hay prices $37.75 higher.   
 
For Wisconsin, hay prices were $3.25 lower on active trading at a quality-tested hay auction in 
Fennimore.  At 1.81 million tons, hay stocks in Wisconsin are at their lowest since 1950.  They are down 
32 percent from Dec. 1, 2011.  Disappearance from May 1, 2012 to December 1, 2012 totaled 2.13 
million tons, compared with 2.54 million tons for the same period a year ago.  
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Production of dry hay in Wisconsin for 2012 is estimated at 3.015 million tons, down 1.1 percent from the 
October 1 forecast, but down 26 percent from the 2011 total.  The area harvested is estimated at 1.45 
million acres, down 3.3 percent from the October 1 forecast, and down 9.4 percent from last year. 
 
Production in 2012 of alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures in Wisconsin is estimated at 2.415 million tons, up 9.7 
percent from the October 1 forecast, but down 26 percent from 2011.  The area harvested is estimated at 
1.00 million acres, the same as the October 1 forecast and down 13 percent from last year. 
 
Production in 2012 of all other hay in Wisconsin is estimated at 600 thousand tons, down 29 percent from 
the October 1 forecast and down 30 percent from 2011.  The area harvested is estimated at 400 thousand 
acres, down 20 percent from the October 1 forecast, and down 11 percent from last year. 
 
The total forage production (sum of all dry hay production and haylage/greenchop production) is 6.6 
million tons in Wisconsin, down 23 percent from 2011.  The total forage area harvested is 2.5 million 
acres, down 4 percent from 2011.    
 
Wisconsin growers seeded 390,000 acres of alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures during 2012, down 9.3 percent 
from 2011.   
 
Straw prices in the Midwest averaged $2.86 per small square bale (range of $1.00 to $5.00); $39.84 per 
large square bale (range of $17.00 to $76.88); and $59.19 per large round bale (range of $22.00 to 
$80.00).  Compared to the previous week, straw prices for small square bales were 18% lower.  For large 
square bales, prices were 1% lower.  For large round bales, prices were 47% higher.   

 

Hay Price Summary  
 

Hay Grade Bale type 
---------- Price ($/ton) ---------- 

Average Minimum Maximum 

Prime (> 151 RFV/RFQ) Small Square 263.96 200.00 390.00 

 Large Square 290.24 186.90 310.00 
 Large Round 261.00 116.90 309.72 

Grade 1 (125 to 150 RFV/RFQ) Small Square 225.00 150.00 300.00 
 Large Square 271.46 240.00 327.50 

 Large Round 221.25 170.00 265.00 
Grade 2 (103 to 124 RFV/RFQ) Small Square 120.98 95.00 177.02 

 Large Square 231.88 200.00 267.50 
 Large Round 158.75 145.00 200.00 

Grade 3 (87 to 102 RFV/RFQ) Small Square No reported sales 

 Large Square 255.00 225.00 285.00 

 Large Round 152.50 120.00 185.00 

 
The next Weekly Hay Market Demand and Price Report for the Upper Midwest will be posted  
on January 21. 
 
From the Jan. 11 Crop Production 2012 Summary Report: 
 
All hay: Production of all dry hay for 2012 is estimated at 120 million tons, down 2 percent from the 
October 1 forecast and down 9 percent from the 2011 total.  This is the lowest United States production 
level since 1964.  Area harvested is estimated at 56.3 million acres, down 2 percent from the October 1 



forecast but up 1 percent from last year.  The average yield, at 2.13 tons per acre, is up 0.01 ton from 
October but down 0.23 ton from the previous year.  This is the lowest United States yield since 1976.  

 
Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures: Production in 2012 is estimated at 52.0 million tons, down 6 percent from 
the October 1 forecast and down 20 percent from 2011.  This is the lowest United States production level 
since 1953.  Harvested area, at 17.3 million acres, is 8 percent below the October 1 forecast and 10 
percent below the previous year.  This is the smallest harvested area since 1948. Average yield is 
estimated at 3.01 tons per acre, 0.06 ton above t he October 1 forecast but down 0.39 ton from 2011.  
 
Compared with last year, alfalfa hay harvested area decreased throughout much of the United States as 
one of the hottest, driest growing seasons on record negatively impacted soil moisture levels and crop 
growth.  Driven by poor yields across much of the central and northern Great Plains, Midwest, and 
Northern Tier, production decreased 21 percent or more in 15 of the 42 estimating States.  Conversely, 
yields in the Southwest and southern Great Plains increased or remained unchanged from last year as 
precipitation was more widespread when compared with the extreme drought conditions evident in these 
areas in 2011.  

 
All other hay: Production in 2012 totaled 67.8 million tons, up 2 percent from the October 1 forecast and 
3 percent above 2011.  This is the second lowest United States production since 1998.  Harvested area, at 
39.0 million acres, is up less than 1 percent from October and 7 percent from last year.  Average yield is 
estimated at 1.74 tons per acre, up 0.03 ton from October but down 0.07 ton from last year.  
 
Despite unfavorably dry conditions that limited pasture and grass hay growth throughout much of the 
Nation, harvested acreage increased throughout much of the central and southern United States as CRP 
land was opened for haying.  In fact, record highs for harvested acreage were established in Florida and 
Oklahoma.  Elsewhere, declines in acreage evident throughout much of the West, portions of the Corn 
Belt, and in many Atlantic Coast States resulted from hot, dry weather, reductions in livestock 
inventories, and the conversion of hay fields to plowed land for row crop harvest.  Record low harvested 
acreages were established in Maine, Massachusetts, and North Dakota. 
 
With the exception of the South, where moisture was more readily available when compared with last 
year, yields throughout the country decreased from 2011 under oppressive heat and extremely dry 
conditions.  
 
See table 1 for a comparison of 2011 and 2012 hay production in selected states and the United States. 
 
Forage: Eighteen States participate in the forage estimation program, which measures annual production 
of forage crops, with an emphasis on total alfalfa production.  Haylage and greenchop production is 
converted to 13 percent moisture and combined with dry hay production to derive the total forage 
production.  The total 2012 all haylage and greenchop production for the 18 States in the forage program 
is 26.5 million tons, of which 17.6 million tons are from alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures.  The total all haylage 
production is down 17 percent from last year.  The 18-State total for all forage production is 79.6 million 
tons, a decrease of 11 percent from last year.  Of this, 42.5 million tons were produced from alfalfa and 
alfalfa mixtures.  
 
New seedings of alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures: Growers seeded 2.39 million acres of alfalfa and alfalfa 
mixtures during 2012, up 3 percent from 2011.  This represents the first increase in seeded area since 
2005; however, it is still the second smallest seeded area of alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures for the United 
States.  The new seedings of alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures will normally be harvested for the first time in 
the year following planting.  
 



Table 1.  2011 and 2012 hay production in selected states and the United States 

 

 

Alfalfa and Alfalfa 
Mixtures % Difference 

2012 vs. 
2011 

All Other Hay % Difference 
2012 vs. 

2011 
1,000 tons 1,000 tons 

2011 2012 2011 2012 

Illinois 952 990 3.99 624 500 -19.87 

Iowa 2,788 2,117 -24.07 672 697 3.72 

Minnesota 4,070 2,465 -39.43 1,460 1,530 4.79 

Missouri 650 494 -24.00 5,600 4,760 -15.00 

Nebraska 3,159 2,272 -28.08 2,465 1,800 -26.98 

South Dakota 6,345 2,590 -59.18 2,280 1,500 -34.21 

Wisconsin 3,220 2,415 -25.00 855 600 -29.82 

 
      

United States 65,332 52,049 -20.33 65,812 67,829 3.06 

 

From the Jan. 11 Crop Production Report: 
 
Hay stocks on farms:  All hay stored on farms December 1, 2012 totaled 76.5 million tons, down 16  
percent from a year ago.  This is the lowest December 1 stocks level since 1957.  Disappearance from 
May 1, 2012 - December 1, 2012 totaled 64.7 million tons, compared with 62.7 million tons for the same 
period a year ago. 
 
Compared with last year, hay stocks as a percent of production decreased throughout much of the  
western United States.  Prolonged dryness coupled with hot temperatures stifled not only pasture and  
range growth, but growth of alfalfa fields as well.  As a result, overall hay production was  
negatively impacted in many States.  In addition, livestock producers were forced to feed their  
herds earlier than normal due to the diminished availability of native feedstuffs. 
 
Elsewhere, the increase in on-farm stocks as a percent of production across much of the Northern  
Tier resulted mostly from producers holding a larger portion of their 2011 hay crop in storage due  
to an unusually mild winter and earlier availability of spring pastures.  Similarly, hay stock levels were 
higher than last year in many Atlantic Coast States. 
 
See figure 1 for a comparison of hay stocks in selected states and the United States. 



Figure 1.  Dec. 1 hay stocks for selected states (2009-2012) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to the drought emergency and the lack of quality-tested hay auctions in Wisconsin, five links are 
included in this report so producers can get obtain some state prices.  The Equity Cooperative market 
report is at http://livestock.equitycoop.com/market_reports/.  Go to the Lomira and Reedsville locations 
for their reports on hay and straw prices.  The Fennimore Livestock Exchange is at 
http://www.fennimorelivestock.com/index.php?site=home.  The Reynolds Feed & Supply, LLC of 
Dodgeville is at http://www.reynoldslivestock.com/what1snew/.  The Tim Slack Auction and Realty, 
LLC of Fennimore is at http://www.timslackauctionrealty.com/market%20report.html.  The Sheboygan 
County hay auction at Waldo is back.  Results can be found at http://sheboygan.uwex.edu/2012-2013-
sheboygan-county-hay-auctions/. 
 
 

Helpful resources in Wisconsin about the drought: 
 
Extension Responds - Drought 2012: http://fyi.uwex.edu/drought2012/ 
 
Farmer to Farmer website: http://fyi.uwex.edu/drought2012/2012/07/20/farmer-to-farmer-website-
connects-those-with-feed-for-livestock-to-those-who-need-it/ 
 
An electronic neighborhood bulletin board that allows local farmers to get in touch with one another to 
facilitate the marketing of feed commodities. It has recently been expanded to connect those with 
productive pastures to those producers who are in need of pastures. 
 
Drought 2012 (DATCP): http://datcp.wi.gov/Farms/Drought_2012/index.aspx 
  
Drought 2012 (Wisconsin Emergency Management): http://ready.wi.gov/drought/default.asp 
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