
Fond du Lac County

Basic Swine Tips

Selection of Show Pig:

· Look for an active pig with sound muscle tone and correct leg and body structure.

· Looking for muscle look at the shoulder, loin and ham

· Look for a pig with a sleek hair coat, tightly curled tail and bright eyes.

· Choose a pig that will have the proper weight gain in time for the fair.
· The ideal weight at most fairs is 245-275 lbs.

· When looking at show pigs step back a couple of times to 10-20 feet to get a good look at the width and length in that hog.

Feeding Show Pig:
· Feed hog twice a day (Prefer a self-feed for maximum weight-gain)

· Use a starter ration until 125 lbs then switch to a finishing ration

· Check with the feed manufacturer about any antibacterial compounds added to feed. This type of feed will need to be removed from your pig's diet prior to slaughter for the listed withdrawal time. 
· Keep fresh water available for your hog at all times

· Worm pigs at least once before you show it. You can use a wormer you mix in feed.
General Care for your Show Pig:
· Provide a clean, dry, draft-free shelter for pigs. Despite their reputation, pigs need clean living quarters. Provide bedding, such as straw or wood shavings, for warmth if temperature drops below 60 degrees F. 
· Check with veterinarian about vaccinations your pig needs and get a health paper for the fair.

· Walk your hog 3-4 weeks before the fair everyday, early morning & later at night.

· Wash your hog a couple of times before fair
· Try to weigh your hog a couple of times before to know what they weigh.

Preparations for Show and what to bring:

· Make sure you have all your paperwork that is need for the fair (sales slip, health paper, etc.)

· Pack feed for your hog for the whole duration of the fair

· Pack you brush, soap, hose, driving device and bedding for animal.
· Wash hog the night before showing to avoid stress on them, spot rinse them if they get dirty.
Dressing for the Show:

· Wear a button down shirt or collared pullover (No low-cut tops or belly tops)
· Nice blue or black jeans

· Hard soled shoes or boots (No tennis shoes or sandals)

· No hats

· Exhibitor tag pinned on your back

· Brush in your back pocket

The Show:
· In The Ring

· Keep your eye on the judge

· Smile at the judge

· Walk with your pig don’t run after it if it takes off in the ring

· Keep your hog out of the corners

· Lead with your driving device

· Be proud of your pig

· Keep a good distance between the judge and you (about 10 -15 feet)

· If your hog gets dirty us the brush to brush it off NOT YOU HAND!

· In the Holding Pen

· Keep showing your hog once you are penned because your position can change
· Don’t let your pig lay down

· After leaving the pen close and lock the gate to keep other pigs from getting into that pen
The MOST IMPORTANT is to have FUN with your Swine Project!!!!
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