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1990 Beaver Management Plan 

 
 

Where Are We Today? 
 
 
 
 
 
Beaver Task Force 

Wisconsin Beaver Population Surveys 

John Olson and Shawn Rossler 
Bureau of Wildlife Management, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

1600 - 1850 
-Beaver statewide.   
-Low density.   
 

1850 - 1900 
-Intensive logging.   
-Uncontrolled trapping. 
 

1903 
-Beaver virtually extinct.   
 

1903 - 1916  
-Beaver trapping    
 closed statewide.    
 (14 years) 
 

1917 
-First legislation  
 allowing the trapping  
 of "complaint beaver". 
 

1924 - 1933 
-Beaver trapping closed  
 statewide.  (10 years) 
 

1934 - 1939 
-Trapping seasons  
 from 13 days to 2  
 months (northern   
 counties). 
 

1940 - 1947 
-Beaver trapping closed  
 statewide on three  
 separate occasions. 
 

1948 - Present 
-Annual beaver trapping  
 seasons from: 9 days  
 (1948) to 206 days (2011) 

 
 

Recent Wisconsin Beaver Populations
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* Assumes that 25% of statewide population occurs in Zones C and D. 
^ Assumes that 32% of statewide population occurs in Zones C and D. 

Beaver Helicopter Survey Estimate 
Zone A
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Beaver Helicopter Survey Estimate
 Zone B
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•Trapping Seasons   
    -October through April 

-No bag limit 
-Snares legal for beaver  
-Trapping within 15' of lodge 
-Alteration of dam allowed,  
 but traps back 15'. 

•Contracts & Permits 
•Removal of beaver dams 
•Subsidies 
•Landowner Hunting &  
 Trapping Privileges 
•USDA - Wildlife Services 

•Aerial surveys of trout  
 streams (fixed wing). 
•Trapper questionnaires     
 (mandatory registration    
 of pelts ended in 1985). 
•Fur buyer questionnaires 

Recommendations: 
•Beaver Management Zones  
•Regional Population Estimates 
•Trapper Subsidies (North) 
•Water Bank (South) 
•Negative Habitat Management 
•Stream Specific Control 
•County Cost Share 
•Alternative Funding Options  
•Education 
•Beaver Damage Guidelines 

Population Status 
•Population declines appear  
 significant in Zones A & B. 
•Population increase in Zone D? 
•Population increases and  
 decreases  in various parts of  
 Zone C? 

User Concerns 
•Damage to roads, forests, wild rice,    
  fields, & property.  
•Damage to priority trout streams.  
•Damage or loss to wetland communities  
  that support waterfowl, river otters,  
  amphibians, etc. 
•Decline of beaver populations. 
•Loss of beaver ponds decreases  
  important habitat. 
 

Task Force Representatives 
•Government (federal,  state, 
county, town, GLIFWC). 
•User groups (TU, DU,  WWA, 
WTA, Wetlands Assoc., birders, 
paddlers, ricers) 
•Tribes (Ojibwa tribes, 
Menominee, HoChunk, and 
Potawatomi) 

Developing a New Beaver Mgt Plan 
•Listening sessions and webinar. 
•Information gathering (research, 
surveys, meetings, and website). 
•Draft plan - Task Force review and input. 
•Draft plan - Public review and input. 
•Final recommendations. 
•Bureau and Secretary review. 
•Natural Resource Board Presentation. 

Seeking Balance 

Beaver management in Wisconsin - a long 
history.  Finding balance is a challenge. 

Beaver dams can cause stream temperatures 
to increase, negatively impacting native trout. 

Beaver dams can create ponds benefiting 
native wildlife. 

Beaver are a renewable resource.  Fur, meat, 
and castor are used in a variety of ways. 

Beaver can cause financial loss to forests, 
roads, and farms.  

Protecting Communities 

Beaver ponds and bank dens are 
easily seen from helicopters. 

Beaver activity (food cache, lodge, 
dam) is easily seen from helicopters. 

•Beaver populations are estimated every 3 years in Management Zones A and B using a Beaver Helicopter Survey.  

•Beaver populations in management zone C and D are estimated using harvest information collected from Beaver Harvest Questionnaires.  

REDUCE !! 
REDUCE !! 

REDUCE !! 

REDUCE !! REDUCE !! 

INCREASE !! 

INCREASE !! 

INCREASE !! 
Zone D 
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