
Mowing Your Lawn
Mowing is the most important factor in 

keeping a lawn healthy. It’s important not to let 
fast growing grass get the best of you. There are 
three important things to remember when mowing:
1. Mow high — about  3” high. Follow the 1/3 

rule: never remove more than one-third of the 
leaf blades at any one mowing.

2. Mow often — when the 
grass needs it, not on a 
schedule. This is deter-
mined by growth rate of the 
turfgrass, which is related 
to the weather. A lawn may 
require mowing 2-3 times a 
week in spring.

3. Mow sharp — dull blades tear the grass rather 
than cutting it. The torn leaves dry out, giving 
the lawn a brownish or whitish appearance (and 
may be more susceptible to diseases). Sharpen 
your mower’s blades 2-3 times each year.
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Additional Resources
Mowing Your Lawn
• UW-Extension Publication A3435, Lawn Main-

enance, at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Lawn-
Maintenance-P436.aspx
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