
Creeping Charlie
Glechoma hederacea

This perennial weed in the mint family, also 
called ground ivy, creeping Jenny or gill-on-the-
ground, spreads by seeds, rhizomes and creeping 
stems and is diffi cult to eliminate from yards. It 
thrives in moist, shady spots but grows anywhere 
turf is thin. In spring small, bluish-purplish fl owers 
bloom on short stems.  
Control
• Improve turf health and density.
• Hand-pull small infestations; 

remove all plant parts so they can’t re-root.
• Apply broadleaf herbicides according to label 

directions when weeds are actively growing. 
Mid- to late autumn, after fi rst frost, is the best 
time; another good time is in spring when plants 
are in bloom. A second application 3-4 weeks 
later may be necessary for best results.

• Borax is not an effective control and can injure 
turf and other plants.
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Additional Resources
Creeping Charlie
• UW-Extension Garden Fact Sheet XHT1170, 

Creeping Charlie, at https://hort.uwex.edu/
articles/creeping-charlie/

• Article on MG website at http://wimastergar-
dener.org/article/controlling-creeping-charlie/
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