
 

 

 

 

 

 
Weekly Hay Market Demand and Price Report for the Upper Midwest 

as of July 26, 2013 

 

Data Compiled by Ken Barnett, UW-Extension 

 

All hay prices quoted are dollars per ton FOB point of origin for alfalfa hay unless otherwise noted.  
 
The information presented in this report is compiled from public and private sales and reports in the 

Midwest. 
 

The past several months of the weekly hay reports are archived.  To view previous hay reports, go to the 

Buying and Selling Hay and Straw web site and click on the archived hay reports section. 

 

Demand and Sales Activity 
 

Compared to the previous week, small square bale prices were down 1%.  Large square bale prices were  

up 5%.  Large round bale prices were up 5%.  Sales activity was very light to moderate.   

 

For Nebraska, hay prices were steady to $2.50 lower.  Several producers noted that hay interest was 

picking up this week.  Some areas of the state report average grass/prairie hay tonnage.  Second cutting 

alfalfa is light on dry land fields and moderate to good on irrigated land.  Mostly hot, dry weather remains 

over the state with some reporting spotty rains for the week.  A high heat index is expected the rest of the 

week.  For Iowa, hay prices were steady to $9.35 higher on light test.  There is quite a lot of low quality 

alfalfa on first cutting due to excess rain in most areas of the state.  Second cutting continues to look 

good.    

 

In South Dakota, hay prices were steady to $5.70 higher.  There was good demand for high quality hay 

for dairy interest and more moderate demand for other classes.  Baling of second cutting was being 

finished up. The third cutting should start soon.  There were spotty rains this past week and a half.  Many 

areas are in need of a rain to help spur growth of alfalfa for a third cutting and for grass to ensure a second 

cutting.  Much cooler temperatures arrived late week and are forecast to carry over into next week.  This 

is very welcome as moisture has been short and corn continues to pollinate.  There is not as much straw 

being baled this year due to the decreased winter wheat crop.  With more abundant feed supplies this year, 

hay buyers are currently only buying hand to mouth in hopes of the market moving lower yet. 

 

For Missouri, alfalfa hay prices were steady.  Hay supply is heavy, with light demand.  Most of southern 

Missouri received much needed rain over the last week.  However, the northern half of the state has 

generally been left out.  A break in the heat has been a very welcomed relief following the near 100 

degree days of last week.  Several producers continue to bale hay especially in the north.  Quality could 

be a concern, however, as this hay is well past optimal cutting time and has become quite mature and will 

very likely require some extra supplementation when feeding time arrives. 

 

In Southwest Minnesota, hay prices were $75.00 lower on very light alfalfa hay sales.   
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The demand for Illinois hay was moderate to good, as sales activity was moderate to active.  Offerings  

were light to moderate.  Hay prices were $50.65 lower. 

 

For Wisconsin, hay prices were $31.05 higher on moderate trading at a quality-tested hay auction in 

Fennimore.  Cooler and less humid weather arrived following last week’s scorching heat wave.  

Numerous thunderstorms with heavy rain developed in southern Wisconsin on July 21 as high pressure 

departed the region and low pressure approached from the northwest.  Rainfall totals of 1-4 inches were 

recorded in several south-central and southeastern locations.  Rainfall in other parts of the state was 

scattered and mostly light.  Although the precipitation provided relief to farmers and reproductive 

summer crops, most areas are still in need of moisture after a drier–than-normal July.  Topsoil moisture 

is currently very short or short for 41% of Wisconsin croplands.   

 

The second cutting of alfalfa was 60 percent harvested compared to the 5-year average of 75 percent.  A 

few reporters noted that hay and pastures have stopped growing in response to dry conditions.  Pastures 

conditions declined and were rated at 3% very poor; 9% poor; 29% fair; 47% good; and 12% excellent. 

 

Straw prices in the Midwest averaged $2.91 per small square bale (range of $1.75 to $5.00); $36.05 per 

large square bale (range of $11.00 to $47.00); and $62.92 per large round bale (range of $55.00 to 

$70.00).  Compared to the previous week, straw prices for small square bales were 6% higher.  For large 

square bales, prices were 18% lower.  For large round bales, prices were 1% higher.   

 

Hay Price Summary  

 

Hay Grade Bale type 
---------- Price ($/ton) ---------- 

Average Minimum Maximum 

Prime (> 151 RFV/RFQ) Small Square 237.00 180.00 284.00 

 Large Square 246.21 162.50 295.00 

 Large Round 219.22 130.00 300.00 

Grade 1 (125 to 150 RFV/RFQ) Small Square 112.00 84.00 140.00 

 Large Square 148.13 115.00 170.00 

 Large Round 117.85 75.15 157.50 

Grade 2 (103 to 124 RFV/RFQ) Small Square No reported sales 

 Large Square 127.50 115.00 170.00 

 Large Round 110.00 90.00 125.00 

 

The next Weekly Hay Market Demand and Price Report for the Upper Midwest will be posted  

on August 5. 

 



Due to the lack of quality-tested hay auctions in Wisconsin, five links are included in this report so 

producers can get obtain some state prices.  The Equity Cooperative market report is at 

http://livestock.equitycoop.com/market_reports/.  Go to the Lomira and Reedsville locations for their 

reports on hay and straw prices.  The Fennimore Livestock Exchange is at 

http://www.fennimorelivestock.com/index.php?site=home.  The Reynolds Feed & Supply, LLC of 

Dodgeville is at http://www.reynoldslivestock.com/what1snew/.  The Tim Slack Auction and Realty, 

LLC of Fennimore is at http://www.timslackauctionrealty.com/market%20report.html.  The Farmer to 

Farmer website is an electronic neighborhood bulletin board that allows local farmers to get in touch with 

one another to facilitate the marketing of feed commodities. It has recently been expanded to connect 

those with productive pastures to those producers who are in need of pastures.  It can be found at 

http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu/. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System, doing business as the Division of  

Cooperative Extension of the University of Wisconsin-Extension 

http://livestock.equitycoop.com/market_reports/
http://www.fennimorelivestock.com/index.php?site=home
http://www.reynoldslivestock.com/what1snew/
http://www.timslackauctionrealty.com/market%20report.html
http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu/

