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Volunteer partnerships build 
capacity in communities 
to meet citizen needs

Volunteers are 
pivotal resources in 
helping communities 
reach their highest 
potential. Volunteers 
bring communities 
together.

Volunteers help address and
solve issues by building 

and engaging in partnerships at 
community, regional and state 
levels. Wisconsin 4-H Youth 
Development volunteers, both 
youth and adults, become assets 
to their communities and the 
recipients of the services provided. 
This, in effect, strengthens the 
community as a whole and 
improves the health and well-being 
of its citizens.

Nutrition and Food Security  
• 4-H Youth Development

and other Columbia County
Extension staff lead a
partnership to secure two
summer food sites that served
a total of 1,826 meals and
provided nutrition education
to more than 300 youth
throughout the summer. The
local library, churches, police,
health and human services,
schools, and parks and
recreation united for the cause.

• Nearly 5,000 pounds of food
was collected for the Stuff the
Bus food drive in Green Lake
County, due to organization
by a 4-H Youth Development
VISTA volunteer. The volunteer
organized partners, including
health and human services, UW-
Extension, and six schools, as
well as volunteers for the effort.

• Through the the Eat 4-Health

Grant, three counties — 
La Crosse, Crawford and 
Trempealeau — partnered to 
deliver nutrition lessons using 
teens as teachers. The grant, 
secured by state-level 4-H staff, 
worked with La Crosse County 
staff to build partnerships with 
special events coordinators, 
schools and others to implement 
the teen teaching model. 
There, 134 youth and 12 adults 
benefited from nutrition lessons. 

• 100 youth volunteered in a
Portage County garden project
after 4-H staff expanded it from
one site at a local Boys & Girls
Club to three sites countywide.
Nearly 100 youth volunteered
in the gardens, learning about a
wide range of gardening topics
and how to prepare foods with
the produce they grew. Youth felt
they played a role in the success
of the garden.

Health 
• Waukesha County 4-H

staff assembled an Alcohol
Compliance Committee
made up of law enforcement,
business owners, elected
officials and health
professionals. The committee
established Responsible
Alcohol Beverage Server
Training. As a result, the
number of establishments
that sold alcohol to minors
dropped from 23% in 2014 to
10% in 2015.

A UW-Eau Claire college mentor works with 
elementary school students on the National 
4-H Youth Science Day project “Motion
Commotion” during an afterschool program.



• The Taking Care of You (TCY):
Body Mind Spirit program for
adults, established through a
partnership between Jackson
County 4-H staff and health and
human services, the Ho-Chunk
Nation and a local coalition,
recognized that youth who spend
time with adults practicing healthy
coping skills develop strong
positive coping skills too. The
partners formed a nine-person
facilitation team of volunteers
who offered three 8-week
sessions in its first year.

Financial Literacy 
• The Calumet County 4-H staff

partnered with school teachers
and counselors to offer an
adaptation of the Rent Smart
curriculum to high school
juniors and seniors who were
in need of financial literacy
information and resources.
The curriculum may be offered
by school staff in future years,
building community capacity.

• In a pre-college program,
college student mentors were
trained by La Crosse County
4-H staff in partnership with
the director of the UW-La
Crosse Multicultural Student
Services. Through their pre-
college program, the mentors
led STEM (science, technology,

engineering and math) 
activities with youth and helped 
them learn and grow in their 
understanding of STEM and 
broader life skills. 

• An afterschool program was
established at the only school in
Sawyer County without such
opportunities
for youth. With grant funding
obtained by county 4-H staff,
and in partnership with the
Tribal AmeriCorps program and
multiple Lac Courte Oreilles
(LCO) agencies (school, social
services, Extension, and
coalitions), the LCO school’s
afterschool program was
established and uses culturally-
based curriculum to teach
nutrition concepts to youth.

• The Young Dreamers
program, developed by 4-H
staff in partnership with Holy
Family Catholic Church and UW-
Fond du Lac, primarily serving the
growing Latino population. In the
afterschool program, youth
participants, many of them
bilingual learners, created and
gave 20-minute presentations on
the topic of their choice, working
with college-age mentors

and learning communication skills 
in the process. 

Wisconsin 4-H  
By the Numbers 

• 150,000+ youth members 
ages 5-19

• 4,000 youth volunteers
• 13,000 adult volunteers in
• 72 counties, working with
• 6 Native American nations
• 1 million+ volunteer hours

 or the equivalent of a value of
• $24 million in volunteer time 
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Participants in the Milwaukee County 4-H SySTEMatics program take part in a College 
Experience on the at UW-Richland Campus. 

Partnerships centered around 
providing safe places for young 
people after school extend 
educational enrichment to 
youth, and create outreach 
to underrepresented and 
underserved populations.  

As a result, these partnerships 
build on communities’ 
capacity to meet the needs 
of young people and their 
families.

Communities build 
capacity through multi-
faceted approaches and work 
to address key community 
issues.  

As a result of this array of 
approaches, a broader scope 
of community members 
are reached by educational 
programs, which improves 
health and well-being across 
generations.


